Career Choices for Biology Majors

The list below contains a sample of some of the common career paths chosen by biology majors.  The skills you develop as an undergraduate (i.e., communication, analytical/problem solving, teamwork) may be used in many different occupations.  However, most biology majors tend to seek work in the science field.

Health Fields

Physician

Pharmacist

Optometrist

Nurse

Dentist

Nutritionist

Epidemiologist

Physical Therapist

Occupational Therapist

Cardiorespiratory Therapist

Physician Assistant

Nurse Practitioner

Chiropractor

Veterinarian

Medical Technologist

Public Health Specialist

Biotechnology/Pharmaceutical

Research Scientist

Clinical Trials Director

Marketing/Sales

Marine Biology
Ocean Researcher

Marine Mammologist

Fish Hatchery Worker

Aquarium Specialist

Environmental

Environmental Policy Planner

Hazardous Waste Specialist

Impact Specialist

Environmental Health & Safety Manager

Hydrologist

Ecologist


Government

Specialists in city planning, research, science

policy, working at:

US Geological Survey

Environmental Protection Agency

Department of Energy

Agriculture

Fish & Wildlife

Teaching

High School Teacher

Community College Teacher

Professor

Wildlife/Wilderness

Forester

Zoo Keeper

Field Researcher

Fish and Game Warden

Park Naturalist

Plant Science

Horticulturalist

Agriculture Scientist

Botanist

Plant Pathologist

Technical Writer

Science Illustrator



Marketable Skills for Biologist

· Ability to make keen observations and appropriate decisions

· Proficiency in reading, writing, thinking, questioning, analyzing and problem solving

· Ability to operate scientific equipment

· Ability to conduct and clearly explain scientific research

· Ability to lead groups in scientific research

· Ability to teach scientific principles

Professional Associations

American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS): http:// www.aaas.org

American Institute of Biological Sciences:  http://www.aibs.org

Environmental Careers:  http://www.eco.org

American Medical Association:  http://www.ama-assn.org

USGS:  http://biology.usgs.gov/

American Aquarium and Zoo Association:  http://aza.org/

Other Helpful Web Sites

· University of Tennessee at Knoxville (http://career.utk.edu/students/majors/majorsindex.asp)

· The University of North Carolina at Wilmington Career Center (http://uncwil.edu/stuaff/career/Majors)

· Western Carolina University Career Center (http://careers.wcu.edu/majors.asp)

· Univ. of Buffalo (http://www.ub-careers.buffalo.edu/choose.shtml)

· Federal Jobs for College Grads by Major (http://www.usajobs.opm.gov/)

UCSC Resources

Career Advice Network (CAN):  Database of over 700 UCSC alumni and professionals who are willing to discuss their career fields and give advice.  Search the database by undergraduate major (e.g. biology), industry (e.g., environment), or specific career field (e.g., biotechnology).

http://www.careercenter.ucsc.edu/can/

Internship Database:  Database of over 1,000 internships both local and national.  Search the database by industry or career field.  http://careercenter.ucsc.edu/internships/

Career Center Library:  Number of resource books under health, environment, and science areas.

Career Advising in the Sciences:  Contact Joan Walker, Career Center, 305 Bay Tree Bldg.

Phone:  831-459-2957; email:  jcwalker@ucsc.edu.

Health Science Advising:  Contact Rosejoanne Cirincione and Marti Truhitte.  Located in Earth and Marine Science Building, Room C206/206A.  Phone:  831-459-2954    

Web:  http://healthsci.ucsc.edu

